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Introductidrocation

The Klipkraalarmis situatedin the hills ofthe Suikerbosranan the
Rietfontein Hartebeesfonteirand StryfonteirFarms. aristhe small town of
Heidelberg. The Klipkraal fansisituated approximately £12m from

Johannesburg and is within view of the Vaal Dam.

The farm hosts more than Iviammalspecies of which these are some;
Blesbuck, Black Wildebeest, Burchells' Zebra, Springbok, Steenbok,
Blackbacked Jackal, Common Ruiknd Aardwolf. The farm is said to have
over al110 bird species.

TheKlipkraal &rm consists of two main hiking traiBgnoramaandKraa) of
which both trails are looped and return to the base camdplfitat). Although

the trails were adequate forth#®/ t  aa NXBI|jdZANBSYSyida ¢S |
0l AKAY 3¢ BRothiheRarodmaann&raaltraids climb up many hills

providing spectacular views of the landscapkeKraalhiking trail passes

through Rietfontein Farm which currently boasts mdeening as well as a
OFddftS FYR RIFEANE FIFENYe® ¢KS {NFFEt OGN A
from the free accommodation, wood, milk and eleatyias part of their pay
cheque. he farm also hosts their own soccer teanade up of farm labours

Habitat the base camp is the starting point for both trails. This camp is
SljdzA LILISR 6AUGK ASOSNIf WNRYRIFIgSEtaQo ¢
offers canoeing and swimming along with a separate swimming pool

| was advised to returto the base camp andlifup with water after our first
GNF Af @ hdzNJ F O0O2YY2RI A2y F2NJ 0KS y)

We were accommodated in a secluded bush cafimba Nyang2km along
the Kraalhiking trail. The camp consists of a number of old kraals, one of which
is covered providing an overnight accommodation for hikers.




- Invitation

!
R/ Jon® ' Class Hike ﬁﬁ

When:"92% February 2010

Where: Klipkraal Hike Trail, Heidelber~

Cost: R180.00 (Covers: Food, Camplies . = =
transport) s

Leaving: FriddyR&pB) Night after Scou?
(to my house)

Arriving Back: Scout Hal€R) latafternoorl Th00)

Notes

e We will be sleeping over at my house on Friday night s
that we can get an early start on Saturdaysmorning
bring your rucksacks to scouts.

e Thethj d vhkk ad i1trs nudq |
"mc :ghkkx; Ydgq hm.

e We should be back at the hall by 17h00 on Sunday

—, afternoon; parents will be phoned if we run
| late/early.

e Ensure you come equipped with a good
rucksack and Hiking boots




PatroMembers

lonm s g = m UPL/Bhotdgeaphér: On m
Age: 17
Advancemeéh€lass

Nitn k ° r X s &YSaehti¥Endineed h b ;
.4 Age: 16
“* Advancement: Pathfinder

Fabio d v d sUP4&troBgitita r ; )
Age: 12
Advancement: Pathfinder

| ° mhdk PWPatkol Motivétor (
Age: 12
Advancement: Pathfinder

| dunm GUFRoddExpért | du ;
Age: 12
Advancement: Pathfinder




Base CampW¥I |

View of Base Camfrom 1% Water Stop

The Terrain




T' Class Hike Log Book

Saturdag® February 2010

Time

Bearin

GPS @ardinates| Leg
Distanc

Total
Distand

Report

08h50

26°n T Qo pPn -
28°M 0 Qn H P

0

I NNA PSR i (GKS ¢
everyone has changed into hiking
gear and is ready tgo. Devon has

got us all singing songs!
The sky is overcast, threatening
clouds?

09h07

284

26°n T Qo pPn -
28°M0 Qn H P

Group photo before we leave. The
owner (Celeste) has shown us the
basic facilities of the base camp, s}
warned us to carry plenty drinking
water.
We are off!

09h18

278

26°n T Qo p dT 470
28°M 0 QHC ®n

470

Stopped to adjust bags for comfort
as well as a lef water break. We
have just summated a small koppie
There is an amazing view of base
camp as well as the dam.

09h25

304

26°n T Qo n ®H 110
28°M 0 QHH DO

580

{G2LIISR 3L AY (72

LG Of SINIe& gl ay

his size! We haveghtened some

straps and it seems to fit him better

The terrain is very rocky, the hiking
slow.

09h37

283

26°’n T Qo T DYy 510
28°mo0 QnT doO

1090

2 0SNJ ONBI { 0 RdzS
There is an awesome view of the

valley that the base camp is based
Shiny new electricity pylons run

through the middle. The clouds hav

disappeared and it is hot and sunn
There is a strong breeze blowing

behind us.

09h53

270

26°n T Qon ¢ { 550
28°MH QN QpDPH

1640

We just heard a distinct baboon cal

up ahead. Upon closer inspection
turned out to be one of the game
rangers playing a joke on us. We

were surprised by the genuine

baboon call he made. He advised [

wereto cross the upcoming game
fence.
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View of theValley

Letsa Hill and the view of the Vaal Dam

Tired already!? |




Tim¢g Bearini GP&eOrdinates| Leg | Total Report
Distang Distang
10h00 - 26°n T Qo H Dy - 1640 ClroA2 RSOf I NBR
28°MH Qnp ®c decided to stop under a nice shad
patch of trees near the game fence
Jungle bars and biltong was
consumed. Tabard was applied af
Fabio found a tic on his leg.
Nic repacked his bag.
10h15 213 26°n T QO H Dy 100 1740 Bags on again, we begin to climb U
28°MHQnNnp dcC a steep hill. Devon gets his hiking
stick caught in a tree aen he tries
G2 Wil 1S 2Ddrien
managed to rescue it!
10h33 260 26°'n T Qn n dy 350 2090 | Stopped for tic check. There is a ve
28°MH QO T Py strong NW wind. Saw what looked
like a blesbok on a nearby hill, it ra
away before | got a chance to take
photo. The view of the valley is
excellent. We are hiking along the
top of a small hill, very flat veld.
10h45 284 26°n T Qno ®o 770 2860 Water break again, the heat has gq
28°MH QH N DH everyone sweating already.
Fabio started up some campfire
songs, we all joined in
11h05 6 26°n T Qnc @n 360 3220 We have reached yet another gam
28°MHQnmMm®o fence. Luckily we quickly found the
stile. Bags on again and we set off {
Letsanhill. It looks like an easy climl
11h26 320 26°n T QH pdn 350 3570 We have reached the top dfetsa
28°MH Qno ®H hill. There is a panoramic view of th

entire landscape. The Vaal Dam c
easily be viewed from this height.
Group photo min front of the sign.

Very strong breeze but very
refreshing! The power pylons can [
seen going right to the nearbly
power station.




Thorns!

Descent from Letsa Hill

View of Dam

Lunch Break

Horns discovered by Devo

Mountain Stream




Tim¢ Bearini GPS Cardinates| Leg | Total Report
Distang Distang
11h40 260 26 T QMPPT 330 3900 Justcompleted the steep downhill
28°MH QN dmE FNRBY [SGal KAffd
sore. Hoping to stop for lunch soon
11h55 278 26°'n T QH MmDcC 360 4260 | We have found a small dam to stop
28MmMQny T at for lunch. There is plentiful shadg
which is welcomed by everyone.
Devon and Fabio considered
swimming but decided against it.
The area is so quiet anichnquil; it
Lldzia S@SNB2ySQa
the ham rolls vere squashed!
12h20 320 26°n T QH MDcC - 4260 Setting off again, very hot. We are
28°M M Qny T trying to navigate through a forest @
acacia trees, the thorns are huge!
12h56 230 26°n T QMT @n 290 4550 Hiking is slow; the gradient up to
28MmMQnp dn Uitkykhill is steep. Devon is laggin
behind, | am walking behind him an
keeping him motivated.
13h08 210 26°n T QHT dcC 540 5090 Devon just discovered some buck
28MM Qo ndo horns, it looks like something smal
The horns are in excellent conditiof
13h25 236 26°n T Qn mdn 670 5760 We have just stopped for a break
28°M M QH MDp after bashing through 2 meter high
grass. The guys are resting in the
shade while | consult the map.
13h47 106 26'n T Qn T ®cC 360 6120 | have just discovered we made a
28°MM QMM PMm major detour. We will continue to
the closets hilMmamolongware.
From there we will descend down :
nearby dam
14h20 130 26°n T Qp H ®PmMm 440 6560 | Arrived at the Dam after descentof
28°M M QH N dcC about 50m. The dam is HUGE an
crystal blue. It looks very tempting t
swim in but we have to press on.
14h20 136 26°n T @ b 660 7220 Stopped for a rest at a mountain

28°M M @HE 9

stream we discovered. The water i
said to be safe, we each tried out
some. Sweets are handed out to

keep everyone in high spirits!

11|



Panorama Hill, the panoramic views from it

l

Power Nap!

\

Mushroom in Dung.

l

Windmill being inspected by Nig

\ Spiders!
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